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5:SC April 7, 1966 


Mr. Be. K. Stoneham 
41 Cradge Bank 
Spalding 
Lincolnshire 


Dear Brother Stonehan: 


Thank you for your letter of March 25, with a number of questions 
concerning one of the anointed who discontinues taking the Memorial 


emblems, whether due to being disfellowshipped or falling into 
inactivity. 


First of all, it is necessary to understand the steps that 
individuals go through when called by Jehovah to be members of the 
body of Christ. He treats them quite differently to those of the 
other sheep, because it is necessary for them to become spirit 
begotten ones. For this reason he justifies them on the basis 
of their faith and then they willingly sacrifice their hopes of 
earthly life and become begotten by Jehovah's holy spirit and are 
henceforth dealt with by Him on the basis of being spirit begotten. 
They no longer have any right to eartily life, but their entire hopes 
are centred upon becoming spirit creatures in the heavens. If one 
is truly begotten of Jehovah's spirit then this is the only hope 
he can have since he has willingly sacrificed all earthly hopes. 


It therefore stands thut one who is truly called one of the 
ain anointed ones will either meet with Jehovah's approval and get life 
in the heavens, or else there is no other hope of life left for hin. 


The question now arises about the duration of their anointing. 
Their anointing is something which lasts as long as they live. Nothing 
can cancel or revoke it. It is like dedication, it is something 
which cannot be reversed. If a person falls away into inactivity 
and ceases to take the Memorial emblems, or if he is disfellowshipped, 
it simply means that he is not living up to his anointing. But 
the anointing itself still holds good. This was the case in the 
instance of King Saul. He had been anointed King over Israel, later 
he proved false, but this did not revoke his anointing. That was 
why lwid refused on two occasions to kill King Saul even when it 
was within his power. He would not touch Jehovah's anointed one. 

He left it to Jehovah to remove Saul, which was done in due time 
and Saul's anointing continued until his death, but he had proved 
false to it and therefore, was put to death. 
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The question really arises concerning these who are not living 
up to their anointing as to how long Jehovah will hold open their 
place in the 144,000. This is Something which is just clearly 
impossible for us to decide and which Jehovah himself has to decide, 
on the basis of each individual. Clearly, he must hold open their 
place for them for some time, or else if one of the anointed was 
disfellowshipped it would mean that there was no opportunity for 
him to repent. But we know that this is not so. If the other 
sheep can repent then certainly the anointed can repent. This 
means that if one of the anointed was disfellowshipped and repented 
and was reinstated, he would still occupy his position in the 
144,000. This would also apply, we assume, to one who had fallen 
away for a time. 


However, as to how long Jehovah holds open that one's position 
in the 144,000 we just do not know and we have to leave it to Jehovah 
to decide in each individual case. Obviously, there must come a 
time in the case of those who have proved false to their anointing 
when Jehovah has to finally decide that they have committed the 
unforgivable sin and are beyond repentance. In that case it would 
be impossible for them to repent and they would be condemned 
everlastingly and this could happen before their death. It would 
not necessarily have to wait until an individual died before Jehovah 
decided that he had committed the unforgivable sin. The Bible 
Says that the unforgivable sin means a sin against the holy spirit 
and this is committed during one's life time. If Jehovah saw that 
that individual had committed the unforgivable sin and had gone 
‘ beyond repentance, then it would not be necessary for him to wait 

until the individual's death before he called someone else to 
occupy the unfaithful one's place. We can see that this must be 
So, because some of these who have proved false to their anointing - 
may not die until Armageddon. MThis would mean then, that if their 
place was not filled by Jehovah before Armageddon then there would 
be some vacant places among the anointed at Armageddon and we know 
that will not be so. It clearly means then, that some who have 
proved false to their anointing are still walking about on the 
earth and may survive physically down to Armageddon. But Jehovah 
must have discerned their unrepentant and unforgivable condition 
and called another one to occupy their place. However, as you will 
readily see this is something which individuals on earth cannot 
discern or determine and we must not be concerned with this. 
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If one of the persons who claims to be of the anointed should 
ask you about this and perhaps, has fallen away for a period of 
time, you will have to tell them that they must take it to Jehovah 
God in prayer and only He can reveal to them, whether the course 
of repentance is open to them. We can state general principles 
as they apply to members of the anointed class, but as imperfect 
humans, we certainly cannot presume to judge one way or the other 
in the case of a specific individual. 


We trust that our comments have helped you to reason on this 


matter, but if there is anything further that we can help you with 


? 
please do not hesitate to write. 


Be assured at all times of our warm love and good wishes. 


Your brothers in Jehovah's service, 


Wilco Dower PsP, dociaty 


OF PENNBYLVANIA 


